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Context (1):
• Habitat New Urban Agenda (2016) emphasises a sustainable 

and inclusive urbanization.
• China’s New Urbanization Strategy (2014) adopts People-

centred urban development.
• Ethnic minority areas in western 
China is experiencing increased 
urbanization.

Since 1990, the urbanization rate among minorities accelerated greatly 
from 16% to 33%. 

Context (2):
•  With 68% of Bai people, Dali City is located in Dali Bai 
Autonomous Prefecture of northwestern Yunnan Province.
•  Dali City has been struggling by incorporating local traditional 
knowledge (LTK) in urban development 
during last decades.
• LTK from the perspective of local 
people should play an increasing role 
in Dali’s urbanization.

Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture 

LTK is comprised of experiences and 
skills that are adopted and 
transmitted from generation to 
generation.

3 aspects focused in the research:
1) Bai architecture
2) Ritual practices (i.e. religion)
3) Folk life (i.e. language, costumes)

What is Local Traditional Knowledge ?

Objective: 
Mobilizing Ethnic Minorities to Support Culture 
and Innovation in City Building

Questions:
● How do local Bai people understand the 

application of their LTK in the city building? 
● How do Bai people altered their perceptions 

of traditional practices?

Research Objective & Questions

Case Study with Surveys 
on Bai people:

- Questionnaire surveys: 80
- Focus groups: 3
- Interviews: 29

Data and Method
Research Flowchart

Demographic Characteristics of the Questionnaire Sample



1) Assimilation of Bai Culture 
o Language
o Religion
o Architecture, etc.

2) Managing the difference
o Urban-rural difference
o Varied perceptions of Bai LTK
o Balance between traditional and modern 

lifestyles

Findings and Conclusion (1)
3) Redefending Bai culture/LTK
o Protecting traditional value
o Promoting bilingual teaching
o Creating a new identity

4) Adopting an innovative urban governance 
o From Top-down to Bottom-up
o Recognizing Right to the City
o Building an inclusive decision-making 

approach

Findings and Conclusion (2)
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