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ICCCASU6 – Day 1 Newsletter, July 28, 2025 

 

Celebrating a Decade of Global Dialogue on Sustainable Urbanization 
 

The 10th anniversary of the International Conference on Canadian, Chinese, and African 

Sustainable Urbanization (ICCCASU) was held on Monday, July 28, 2025, at the University of 

Ottawa. Under the theme “Humanizing Urbanization: Housing, Livelihoods, and Resilient Cities 

in a Changing World,” the sixth edition of the conference brought together global voices to explore 

inclusive, people-centered approaches to urban development. The full-day event featured opening 

remarks, keynote presentations, a lunch talk, special roundtables & panels, and eight diverse 

research panels. These sessions facilitated meaningful discussions on urgent global challenges—

from the housing crisis and food insecurity to climate resilience and social justice—while 

showcasing local responses and cross-regional solutions. 
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The day opened with powerful remarks by leaders and dignitaries who reflected on ICCCASU’s 

impact over the past decade. Senator Yuen Pau Woo, Honourable Chair of ICCCASU6, praised 

the conference’s vision for solving shared global problems and encouraged participants to turn 

dialogue into action. MP Caroline Desrochers, speaking on behalf of the Canadian Minister of 

Housing and Infrastructure, presented Canada’s evolving strategy to increase housing accessibility 

through the “Canada Home Bill,” which seeks to bridge sectors for more effective policy 

coordination. Lin Bin, Deputy Chief of Mission of the Chinese Embassy to Canada, highlighted 

China’s commitment to livable, harmonious cities and the growing potential for China–Africa 

urban collaboration. His Excellency Prosper Higiro, Rwandan Ambassador and Chair of the 

African Diplomatic Corps in Canada, underscored the importance of environmentally conscious 

planning, citing Kigali’s Green City initiative and the vital role African cities will play in shaping 

the global socioeconomic future. Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive Director of UN-Habitat, joined 

virtually from Nairobi, emphasizing how ICCCASU’s people-centered vision aligns with the UN’s 

urban development agenda and facilitates interregional learning. Professor Benjamin Gianni of 

Carleton University reaffirmed the university’s continued support, while ICCCASU Co-President 

Professor Huhua Cao offered a warm welcome, celebrating the organization’s journey over the 

past ten years. He also unveiled ICCCASU’s new slogan: “Global Ideas – Local Solutions,” 

emphasizing a future rooted in cooperation, applied knowledge, and sustainable outcomes. 
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The group photo with some of ICCCASU6 participants 

 

The keynote session continued to unpack global housing concerns. Oumar Sylla, Director of the 

UN-Habitat Regional Office for Africa, spoke about the challenges of housing provision across 

African cities, where high interest rates and insufficient public capacity hinder affordability. 

Patricia Roset-Zuppa, Vice President of Policy at the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

(CMHC), explained how housing policy in Canada is complicated by federal, provincial, and 

municipal divisions. She called for more integrated approaches to meet the needs of growing urban 

populations. Professor John Zacharias from Peking University provided a historical view of 

China's urban growth since the 1980s, noting how its rapid market-driven housing model has 

revealed the limitations of expansion without social balance. 
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During the lunch session, Dr. Tonton Mundele Beya Wa, Designated Trade Commissioner for the 

Canadian Embassy in Beijing, China (Global Affairs Canada), encouraged attendees to see today’s 

shifting global trade environment not as a threat but as an opportunity for deeper collaboration, 

particularly between Canada and China. 

 

The afternoon sessions brought academic rigor and global insight to a wide range of pressing urban 

topics. A special roundtable explored the role of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in shaping 

development trajectories across China, East Africa, and Canada. Experts examined SEZs’ 

economic incentives, governance models, and the challenges of urban-industrial integration. 

Meanwhile, two special panels on international migration and urban food security presented 

research from Canada, Mozambique, Ghana, Namibia, Kenya, and China. These sessions revealed 

how migrants—often overlooked in policy—are essential to urban food systems, and how their 

experiences of exclusion during crises like COVID-19 demand inclusive, migrant-centered 

reforms in food and urban governance. 

 

    
 

The eight research panels that followed explored diverse but interconnected themes. One panel 

examined how urban plans often diverge from lived realities, featuring case studies from Canadian 

and African cities where residents build their own solutions when formal systems fall short. 

Another discussed the gap between policy intentions and outcomes in Canadian housing, 

advocating for regulatory reforms and more holistic definitions of housing quality. Resilience in 

the face of climate change was also a key focus. Innovative proposals, such as modular barge 

housing in northern Canada and youth-led disaster response in Nairobi, showcased community 

ingenuity and adaptability. 
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Technology and cooperation were spotlighted in presentations on smart city governance, 

participatory AI tools for upgrading informal settlements, and digital innovations in construction. 

Another set of panels explored the complex relationships between urban and rural areas, examining 

topics like urban agriculture in African cities, environmental degradation from rural sand mining 

in China, and development workers’ hybrid identities in Nairobi. Scholars also investigated the 

social impact of industrial zones in China and inclusive urban planning tools in Kenya. 

 

Panels addressing employment and social justice emphasized the need for integrated policy 

frameworks that support equitable labor markets and empower marginalized groups. Case studies 

from Ethiopia, emerging economies, and Canadian cities illustrated how planning decisions can 

either reinforce inequality or foster inclusion. Discussions on displacement, identity, and 

reparative urbanism brought the day to a close, with research from Toronto’s Little Jamaica, 

Indigenous caregiving in Canada, and post-conflict urbanization in Nepal all pointing toward the 

necessity of culturally grounded, rights-based approaches to planning. 

 

 
 

As evening approached, participants were treated to two inspiring presentations. Vram Malek of 

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill introduced Urban Sequoia, a vision for carbon-negative buildings 

that operate as regenerative urban ecosystems. His work reframed buildings not as static structures, 

but as active contributors to environmental recovery. Dr. Smita Pakhalé shared The Bridge Model, 

a compassionate, community-based healthcare initiative in Ottawa. Unlike traditional systems that 

prioritize disease over dignity, this model meets people where they are, offering integrated support 

to some of the city’s most vulnerable populations. 
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Day 1 of ICCCASU6 concluded with a celebratory awards ceremony, recognizing the dedication 

and contributions of volunteers, speakers, and organizing committee members. Their efforts 

exemplified the collaborative, solutions-driven spirit of ICCCASU—a global platform where ideas 

take root and grow into actionable strategies for sustainable urban futures.  
 
A heartfelt thank you to all our volunteers—your hard work and commitment made this remarkable 

day possible. 
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ICCCASU Secretary 

---- 

60 University St. (030) 

Simard Hall 

University of Ottawa  

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada K1N 6N5 

E-mail: icccasu@uottawa.ca 

Web: https://icccasu.com/ 

 

 

 

 

List of ICCCASU6 Awards winners / Liste des lauréats du prix ICCCASU6 

 

1) ICCCASU Honor Award / Prix d'honneur d’ICCCASU 

• Allan CAIN  

 Development Workshop Angola & Adjunct Research Professor, Azrieli School of 

Architecture and Urbanism, Carleton University, Canada 

• Olivier DEHOORNE  

Université des Antilles – FWI – France 

• Rong YANG  

UN-Habitat, Kenya 

 

mailto:icccasu@uottawa.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficccasu.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccaohuhua%40uottawa.ca%7C9a787a3ac4ca478816df08dc97051312%7Cd41fdab17e154cfdb5fa7200e54deb6b%7C1%7C0%7C638551295250023224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hxtXnpsTOVCjjocFD14XBPIp2SOtZynFvT83dJa4JRI%3D&reserved=0
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2) ICCCASU Outstanding Dedication Award / Prix du dévouement exceptionnel 

d’ICCCASU 

• Yangfan LI  

Xiamen University, China 

• Tonton MUNDELE  

Global Affairs Canada / Affaires mondiales Canada 

• Claude NGOMSI  

Head of Central African office, UN- Habitat (Kinshasa)  

• Patricia ROSET-ZUPPA 

Vice President of Policy, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) 

 

3) ICCCASU Special Contribution Award / Prix de contribution spéciale d’ICCCASU 

• Jonathan CRUSH 

Balsillie School of International Affairs, Canada  

• Zhan PU  

Chinese Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development 

• Randolph WANG 

City of Ottawa / Ville d’Ottawa, Canada 

• Xiaofen YU  

China Institute of Housing and Real Estate Studies 

• Weixiong ZHANG  

ICCCASU Orgizing Committee, Canada 

 

4) ICCCASU Excellent Leadership Award / Prix d'excellence en leadership d’ICCCASU 

• Ines RAIMUNDO  

Eduardo Mondlane University, Mozambique 

 

5) ICCCASU Excellent Support Award / Prix du soutien exceptionnel d’ICCCASU 

• Lindsay KEENAN 

Administrative Support Assistant, Office of Senator Yuen Pau Woo  

• Zhenzhong SI 

Balsillie School of International Affairs, Canada  

 

6) ICCCASU Excellent Volunteer Award / Prix d'excellence du bénévole d’ICCCASU 

• Sajdah HESHAM HEMA 

Université d’Ottawa | University of Ottawa  

• Ran WANG 

Université d’Ottawa | University of Ottawa  

 

  

 

 


