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Welcome ICCCASU Subscriber
Bienvenue abonne ICCCASU

ENGLISH

Dear ICCCASU Members,

As we approach the end of 2025, we are delighted to share the December edition of the

ICCCASU Newsletter. This year has been a landmark year for our organization, marked by

the successful completion of ICCCASU6 and the celebration of our 10th anniversary.

In this issue, we bring you exciting updates on ICCCASU6, which brought together
hundreds of participants from over 35 countries to discuss "Humanizing Urbanization:

Housing, Livelihoods, and Resilient Cities in a Changing World." We are also proud to



highlight several significant publications from our community, including new research

contributions and the launch of our online journal.

As we look ahead to 2026, we remain committed to fostering dialogue, advancing research,
and inspiring action that bridges Canada, China, and African nations. We thank you for your

continued support and engagement with ICCCASU.

We wish you a wonderful holiday season and a prosperous New Year!

Warm regards,

The ICCCASU Organizing Committee

♦ ♦ ♦

FRANCAIS

Chers membres d'ICCCASU,

Alors que nous approchons de la fin de l'annee 2025, nous avons le plaisir de vous

presenter l'edition de decembre du bulletin d'ICCCASU. Cette annee a ete

marquante pour notre organisation, avec la realisation reussie d'ICCCASU6 et la

celebration de notre 10e anniversaire.

Dans ce numero, nous vous apportons des nouvelles passionnantes sur
ICCCASU6, qui a reuni des centaines de participants de plus de 35 pays pour

discuter de "Humaniser l'urbanisation : logement, moyens de subsistance et villes

resilientes dans un monde en mutation." Nous sommes egalement fiers de mettre

en lumiere plusieurs publications importantes de notre communaute, notamment de

nouvelles contributions de recherche et le lancement de notre revue en ligne.

En regardant vers 2026, nous restons engages a favoriser le dialogue, a faire

avancer la recherche et a inspirer des actions qui relient le Canada, la Chine et les

nations africaines. Nous vous remercions pour votre soutien continu et votre

engagement envers ICCCASU.

Nous vous souhaitons de joyeuses fetes et une excellente annee 2026!

Cordialement,

Le comite organisateur d'ICCCASU

 

 

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS



ICCCASU6 Conference Highlights
Points saillants de la conference ICCCASU6

ENGLISH

The 6th International Conference on Canadian, Chinese, and African Sustainable

Urbanization (ICCCASU6) was successfully held from July 26-31, 2025, at the University of
Ottawa, marking the 10th anniversary of ICCCASU. Under the theme "Humanizing

Urbanization: Housing, Livelihoods, and Resilient Cities in a Changing World," the

conference brought together hundreds of participants from over 35 countries.

The conference featured powerful opening remarks from distinguished leaders including

Senator Yuen Pau Woo (Honourable Chair of ICCCASU6), MP Parliamentary Secretary
Caroline Desrochers, Lin Bin (Deputy Chief of Mission, Chinese Embassy to Canada), H.E.

Prosper Higiro (Rwandan Ambassador and Chair of the African Diplomatic Corps in

Canada), and Anacláudia Rossbach (Executive Director of UN-Habitat, virtually from

Nairobi).

Keynote sessions addressed critical global housing concerns with presentations from
Oumar Sylla (Director, UN-Habitat Regional Office for Africa), Patricia Roset-Zuppa (Vice

President of Policy, CMHC), Professor John Zacharias (Peking University), Grace Chikumo-

Mtonga (President of Habitat International Coalition), Professor Aziza Chaouni (University

of Toronto), and Dr. Navid Mashhadi Moghaddam (University of Ottawa) on "AI in the City:

From Black Boxes to Democratic Futures."



The conference included special panels on Women's Land Rights in Africa, the Lobito

Corridor infrastructure project, and a high-level dialogue between UN-Habitat and African

Ambassadors. ICCCASU6 also featured satellite events in China (Southeast University,
Nanjing), France (University of Strasbourg), the Caribbean (Universite des Antilles,

Guadeloupe), and Morocco (UM6P).

The conference concluded with the announcement of the "2025 Ottawa Declaration on
Sustainable Urban Development" and ICCCASU's First Call for Action, reaffirming a

shared commitment to building inclusive, equitable, and sustainable urban futures.

Read Full Conference Report / Lire le rapport complet

FRANCAIS

La 6e Conference internationale sur l'urbanisation durable au Canada, en Chine et

en Afrique (ICCCASU6) s'est tenue avec succes du 26 au 31 juillet 2025 a

l'Universite d'Ottawa, marquant le 10e anniversaire d'ICCCASU. Sous le theme

"Humaniser l'urbanisation : logement, moyens de subsistance et villes resilientes

dans un monde en mutation," la conference a reuni des centaines de participants de
plus de 35 pays.

La conference a presente des allocutions d'ouverture de dirigeants distingues,

notamment le senateur Yuen Pau Woo (president d'honneur d'ICCCASU6), la

secretaire parlementaire Caroline Desrochers, Lin Bin (chef de mission adjoint,

ambassade de Chine au Canada), S.E. Prosper Higiro (ambassadeur du Rwanda et
president du Corps diplomatique africain au Canada), et Anacláudia Rossbach

(directrice executive d'ONU-Habitat, virtuellement depuis Nairobi).

Les sessions principales ont aborde les preoccupations mondiales en matiere de

logement avec des presentations d'Oumar Sylla (directeur, Bureau regional d'ONU-

Habitat pour l'Afrique), Patricia Roset-Zuppa (vice-presidente des politiques, SCHL),
le professeur John Zacharias (Universite de Pekin), Grace Chikumo-Mtonga

(presidente de la Coalition internationale pour l'habitat), la professeure Aziza

Chaouni (Universite de Toronto), et le Dr Navid Mashhadi Moghaddam (Universite

d'Ottawa) sur "L'IA dans la ville : des boites noires aux futurs democratiques."

La conference comprenait des panels speciaux sur les droits fonciers des femmes
en Afrique, le projet d'infrastructure du corridor de Lobito, et un dialogue de haut

niveau entre ONU-Habitat et les ambassadeurs africains. ICCCASU6 a egalement

presente des evenements satellites en Chine (Universite du Sud-Est, Nanjing), en

https://icccasu.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/00-ICCCASU6-Brief-Newsletter-06Aug2025_compressed.pdf


France (Universite de Strasbourg), dans les Caraibes (Universite des Antilles,

Guadeloupe) et au Maroc (UM6P).

La conference s'est conclue par l'annonce de la "Declaration d'Ottawa 2025 sur le
developpement urbain durable" et du premier appel a l'action d'ICCCASU,

reaffirmant un engagement commun a batir des futurs urbains inclusifs, equitables

et durables.

📚  PUBLICATIONS

SCIENTIFIC REPORTS - NATURE PORTFOLIO

New Major ICCCASU Publication

ICCCASU is proud to announce the publication of a new research article on

November 28, 2025, in Scientific Reports (Nature Portfolio): "Regime-adaptive
partial differential equations for interpretable multi-ethnic urban modeling."

Led by Dr. Seyed Navid Mashhadi Moghaddam, a talented young researcher in
ICCCASU's GeoAI project, and supported by Professor Huhua Cao's research

team, this study builds on the momentum of ICCCASU's 2024 Springer book on

GeoAI (https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/artificial-intelligence-driven-

geographies/27682180). It introduces the first fully interpretable AI model capable

https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/artificial-intelligence-driven-geographies/27682180
https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/artificial-intelligence-driven-geographies/27682180


of explaining and predicting how diverse communities evolve and redistribute

across the urban landscape.

The study presents three major firsts in urban analytics:

🏆 First fully interpretable AI model for multi-ethnic demographic
forecasting

🏆 First application of Mixture-of-Experts architecture in urban planning

🏆 First physics-informed PDE framework applied to population
redistribution

Using two decades of Toronto census data, the model achieves state-of-the-art
accuracy while uncovering new insights into community evolution, cross-ethnic

influence networks, and settlement strategies—offering valuable guidance for

future housing policy, social equity planning, and sustainable urban development.

This publication represents an important milestone in strengthening ICCCASU's

international leadership in GeoAI for sustainable and inclusive urban futures.

📖 Read more: https://rdcu.be/eSemz

Read Full Article

NEW JOURNAL LAUNCH

Launch of the Inaugural Issue of CDIBP

https://rdcu.be/eSemz
https://rdcu.be/eSemz


ENGLISH

It is with great pleasure that we present the inaugural issue of City Development:
Issues and Best Practices (CDIBP), a peer-reviewed, diamond open-access

online journal dedicated to advancing inclusive, practice-oriented, and globally
connected knowledge on urban development. Published through the University of

Ottawa, the journal seeks to make high-quality work widely accessible and to

provide a platform where diverse voices can meaningfully contribute to

contemporary urban debates. All articles are open access.

More than an academic journal, CDIBP is designed as an open forum where
researchers, practitioners, municipal actors, civil society organizations, community

leaders, and policymakers can share not only scholarly research, but also applied

case studies, policy analyses, field innovations, pedagogical experiences, and best

practices. This wide scope reflects our conviction that sustainable and inclusive
cities emerge from the interplay of empirical evidence, grounded practice,

community insight, and policy innovation.



From ICCCASU to CDIBP: Global Ideas, Local Solutions — The journal grows

out of the momentum built by ICCCASU, a global urbanization network co-founded

with UN-Habitat. Over the past decade, ICCCASU has fostered a unique triangular
dialogue among Canada, China, and Africa, engaging partners from more than 50

countries. As ICCCASU embraces its renewed vision of "Global Ideas and Local

Solutions," the journal provides a dedicated platform where global debates can be

connected to grounded, context-sensitive innovations. Through multilingual

publication (English, French, and Simplified Chinese) and an inclusive editorial
process, CDIBP lowers structural barriers that often restrict access to indexed

journals—particularly for authors from the Global South.

The ten contributions featured in this inaugural issue speak to some of the most

urgent challenges facing cities today: transformations of rapidly urbanizing regions,

local governance and community participation, social infrastructures as
foundations of equitable cities, and core concerns related to urban services and

infrastructure. Together, these themes demonstrate that city development is a

multidimensional process: technical and social, political and environmental, global

and deeply local.

We warmly invite readers, authors, and partners to engage with this issue, share it
widely, and join us in building a dynamic, accessible, and globally connected forum

on City Development: Issues and Best Practices.

Read the Inaugural Issue

FRANCAIS

C'est avec grand plaisir que nous vous presentons le premier numero de

City Development: Issues and Best Practices (CDIBP), une revue en

ligne, en libre acces diamant et evaluee par les pairs, consacree a la
production de connaissances inclusives, pratiques et globalement

connectees sur le developpement urbain. Publiee par l'Universite d'Ottawa,

la revue vise a rendre des travaux de haute qualite largement accessibles

et a offrir une plateforme permettant a des voix diverses de contribuer de

maniere significative aux debats urbains contemporains. Tous les articles
sont en libre acces.

Plus qu'une revue universitaire, le CDIBP se veut un forum ouvert ou

chercheurs, praticiens, acteurs municipaux, organisations communautaires,

leaders locaux et decideurs peuvent partager non seulement des

https://uottawa.scholarsportal.info/ottawa/index.php/CDIBP/issue/view/729


recherches scientifiques, mais aussi des etudes de cas, des analyses de

politiques, des innovations de terrain, des experiences pedagogiques et

des pratiques exemplaires. Cette approche large reflete notre conviction
que la durabilite et l'inclusion urbaines reposent sur l'interaction entre

donnees empiriques, pratiques ancrees, savoirs communautaires et

innovation politique.

De l'ICCCASU au CDIBP : Des idees globales, des solutions locales —

La revue est issue de la dynamique creee par l'ICCCASU, un reseau
mondial cofonde avec ONU-Habitat. Depuis une decennie, l'ICCCASU

stimule un dialogue triangulaire unique entre le Canada, la Chine et

l'Afrique, mobilisant des partenaires de plus de 50 pays. Alors que

l'ICCCASU adopte sa vision renouvelee, la revue offre une plateforme

permettant d'articuler les debats internationaux avec des innovations
contextualisees et sensibles aux realites locales. Grace au multilinguisme

(anglais, francais et chinois simplifie) et a un processus editorial inclusif, le

CDIBP reduit les barrieres structurelles qui limitent souvent l'acces aux

revues indexees, notamment pour les auteurs du Sud global.

Les dix contributions de ce numero inaugural abordent certaines des
questions les plus urgentes pour les villes d'aujourd'hui : les

transformations des regions en urbanisation rapide, la gouvernance locale

et la participation citoyenne, les infrastructures sociales comme fondements

de l'equite urbaine, et les enjeux lies aux services et infrastructures

urbaines. Ensemble, ces themes montrent que le developpement urbain est
un processus multidimensionnel : technique et social, politique et

environnemental, global et profondement local.

Nous invitons nos lecteurs, auteurs et partenaires a decouvrir ce numero, a

le partager largement et a participer a la construction d'un forum

dynamique, accessible et veritablement mondial consacre au City
Development: Issues and Best Practices.

COMMUNITY INITIATIVE

Panhandling Project at Urban Intersections



ENGLISH

ICCCASU is pleased to share an update on its flagship initiative on panhandling at

urban intersections, launched as the first concrete action under our renewed

vision, Global Ideas – Local Solutions. Co-organized with Mr. Mathieu Fleury,
former Ottawa City Councillor (currently leading housing innovation at the Alex

Trebek Forum for Dialogue), this project brings together municipal representatives,

community organizations, policymakers, and researchers to address one of the

most visible and complex social challenges in contemporary cities.

Building on the foundations established through ICCCASU's policy brief and early
consultations, the initiative examines panhandling not as an isolated phenomenon

but as an entry point into broader questions of poverty, homelessness, mental

health, social exclusion, and public-space governance. The goal is to support

humane, collaborative, and evidence-based approaches that balance compassion,

safety, dignity, and inclusion.

Together with Mr. Fleury, ICCCASU will convene a multi-sector roundtable at the

University of Ottawa, bringing together municipal agencies, housing and social



service providers, community organizations, academic researchers, and other

stakeholders. The roundtable will also incorporate emerging insights from

ICCCASU's Toronto field study on panhandling at intersections, currently being
finalized. These contributions will help shape a coordinated roadmap that

advances community-driven responses and innovative urban policies.

This Ottawa-based initiative will also provide UN-Habitat with a valuable case

study from a highly urbanized and industrialized context—an area traditionally less

represented in its global programming—and will contribute to broader international
discussions on homelessness and urban inclusion.

🎥 Project Resources

► Panhandling Project Presentation by ICCCASU Members

📺 ICCCASU Panhandling Field Study on OMNI News (TV)

🙋 Join the Project

We warmly welcome all organizations, practitioners, researchers, and
community members interested in contributing to this initiative.

To participate or request more information, please contact:
📧 ICCCASU Secretariat: icccasu@uottawa.ca
📧 Project Coordinator – Miss. Sajdah Hesham Hema:
shema095@uottawa.ca

FRANCAIS

ICCCASU a le plaisir de partager une mise a jour sur sa nouvelle initiative

phare portant sur la mendicite aux intersections urbaines, lancee comme

premiere action concrete dans le cadre de notre vision renouvelee Idees
mondiales – solutions locales. Le projet est coorganise avec M. Mathieu
Fleury, ancien conseiller municipal d'Ottawa (qui dirige actuellement

l'innovation en matiere de logement au Forum de dialogue Alex Trebek). Il

rassemble des representants municipaux, des organisations

communautaires, des decideurs publics et des chercheurs pour aborder

l'un des enjeux sociaux les plus visibles et complexes dans les villes
contemporaines.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n9esSMQtu8q4vNaaRXrxYXLFa1bkwE2w/view?usp=sharing
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/0l-YYUuPLI3A6Z-xrbOAKw
mailto:icccasu@uottawa.ca
mailto:shema095@uottawa.ca


S'appuyant sur les bases etablies par la note d'orientation d'ICCCASU et

les premieres consultations, cette initiative examine la mendicite non pas

comme un phenomene isole, mais comme une porte d'entree vers des
questions structurelles plus profondes — pauvrete, itinerance, sante

mentale, exclusion sociale et gouvernance de l'espace public. L'objectif est

de promouvoir des approches humaines, collaboratives et fondees sur des

donnees probantes, qui respectent la dignite, la securite et l'inclusion.

Aux cotes de M. Fleury, ICCCASU organisera une table ronde
multisectorielle a l'Universite d'Ottawa, reunissant des services municipaux,

des organismes de logement et de services sociaux, des organisations

communautaires, des chercheurs universitaires et d'autres partenaires. La

table ronde s'appuiera egalement sur les premiers resultats de l'etude de

terrain menee par ICCCASU a Toronto sur la mendicite aux intersections
urbaines, actuellement en cours de finalisation. L'ensemble de ces

contributions servira de base a l'elaboration d'une feuille de route

coordonnee en matiere d'intervention communautaire et d'innovation

politique.

Cette initiative menee a Ottawa offrira egalement a ONU-Habitat une etude
de cas precieuse provenant d'un contexte hautement urbanise et

industrialise — un type de milieu traditionnellement moins represente dans

ses programmes mondiaux — et contribuera aux discussions

internationales sur l'itinerance et l'inclusion dans l'espace public.

Ressources du projet :

► Presentation du projet sur la mendicite par les membres d'ICCCASU

📺 Etude de terrain d'ICCCASU sur OMNI News (TV)

Participez au projet

Nous invitons chaleureusement toutes les organisations, praticiens,

chercheurs et membres de la communaute interesses a contribuer a cette
initiative.

Pour participer ou obtenir plus d'informations, veuillez contacter :

📧 Secretariat d'ICCCASU : icccasu@uottawa.ca

📧 Coordinatrice du projet – Mlle Sajdah Hesham Hema :

shema095@uottawa.ca

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n9esSMQtu8q4vNaaRXrxYXLFa1bkwE2w/view?usp=sharing
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/0l-YYUuPLI3A6Z-xrbOAKw


ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr. Tonton Mundele Beya Wa Beya Appointed Trade Commissioner
in Beijing

ENGLISH

ICCCASU is delighted to announce that Dr. Tonton Mundele Beya Wa Beya, Vice

President of ICCCASU since 2023 and a long-standing contributor to our

international programs, has been appointed Trade Commissioner at the Embassy

of Canada in Beijing, under Global Affairs Canada. This prestigious diplomatic

assignment reflects his exceptional expertise in international development, urban
policy, and global cooperation.

Dr. Mundele has been an integral part of ICCCASU's leadership for many years,

supporting our mission to strengthen dialogue and collaboration across Canada,

China, and African nations. His extensive experience—spanning sustainable

urbanization, governance, economic partnerships, and international relations—has
shaped several ICCCASU initiatives, including high-level panels, policy dialogues,

and training programs.

In his new role in Beijing, Dr. Mundele will contribute to advancing Canada–China

economic and trade relations, including key sectors such as housing, urban
development, and innovation—areas deeply connected to ICCCASU's mandate.

His appointment marks an important milestone, and we are proud to see a key

member of our leadership take on such significant responsibilities on the global

stage.



🎉 ICCCASU extends its warmest congratulations to Dr. Mundele
and looks forward to continued collaboration! 🎉

FRANCAIS

ICCCASU a le grand plaisir d'annoncer que Dr Tonton Mundele Beya Wa
Beya, vice-president d'ICCCASU depuis 2023 et collaborateur de longue

date de nos programmes internationaux, a ete nomme delegue commercial
a l'Ambassade du Canada a Beijing, sous Affaires mondiales Canada.

Cette prestigieuse nomination diplomatique reflete son expertise

remarquable en developpement international, en politiques urbaines et en

cooperation mondiale.

Dr Mundele joue un role essentiel au sein du leadership d'ICCCASU depuis
plusieurs annees, soutenant notre mission de renforcer le dialogue et la

collaboration entre le Canada, la Chine et les pays africains. Son

experience approfondie — couvrant l'urbanisation durable, la gouvernance,

les partenariats economiques et les relations internationales — a faconne

de nombreuses initiatives d'ICCCASU, notamment des panels de haut
niveau, des dialogues politiques et des programmes de formation.

Dans ses nouvelles fonctions a Beijing, Dr Mundele contribuera a faire

progresser les relations economiques et commerciales entre le Canada et

la Chine, y compris dans des secteurs cles tels que le logement, le

developpement urbain et l'innovation, au coeur du mandat d'ICCCASU. Sa
nomination represente une etape importante, et nous sommes fiers de voir

un membre central de notre leadership assumer de telles responsabilites

sur la scene internationale.

ICCCASU adresse ses plus chaleureuses felicitations au Dr Mundele et se

rejouit de poursuivre cette collaboration alors qu'il mettra son expertise et
sa vision au service de ce nouveau role international.



Follow ICCCASU on Social Media
Did you know that ICCCASU has social media? To be informed on events,
conferences and news about ICCCASU please FOLLOW US on our social

networks.
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